Court Says SAC^ 
Cannot 


' 1950^ . providing for 
piiblic disclosiife of th^ n^es 
of persons found by the Sub- 
versive . Actiylties ’ , Ck>ntrol 
Board to b^ Comuiun^Ul;^^^ 
struck ^dpyrh^^esterda^^ bj^ ; the 

TJ.$.^!Gourt of^Appeals. 

Membership in the <2o Ainiu- 
nist party is a right protected 
by Vthe > Constitutloh,r t^^ 
sajd^ and* ‘Vie cahnot^sum^ 
that disclosure of person 
who chooses to exercise that 
right “does not operate as a 
substantial burden upon the 
[exercise of his right. of free as- 
fsociation/* . 

I ; Communists 'whb chgege in 

iactiviliy that is illegal, the court 
said, imay properly be prose- 
cuted’ for it. But since 'to 
methbership is not illegal, “the 
public interest in the.ej^pdshre 
of the iguilty cainpot be pished to 
justify exposure the Ihno 

cent.*!-.;;\Ci- • 

The court’s; oplnlpn was 


written by Chief Judge iPavid 
L, Bazeloh, Vith the concur- 
rence of, J*J^vSkelly 

Wright and Carl McGOwahy . 

The ‘ court acted on the po^ 
tion of three whd^ w^^^^ 
^si^ed the p^lic notk^ 
the Board that each' of ^th^ 
was W 

nist; party of States 

ot America, a Comniunist-ac- 
tion organization.” 

None of the . men^ denied 
being a member of the party; 
but they , all objected that 
since there ^;is nothing Vrohg 
with - ;^such V /the 

government should not be al- 
lowed to point an accusatory 
finger at them because of it. : 


